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Diamond Bar and Walnut high schools have been 
ranked in the Top 100 of all high schools in America by the 
Daily Beast publication. 

“This is an incredible achievement for our schools and 
entire community,” Superintendent Dr. Robert Taylor 
stated. 

Diamond Bar High School ranked 54th overall in the 
nation and 7th in California.  Walnut High School ranked 
97th overall in the nation and 11th in California.  The 
schools also scored in the top 100 in specific categories of 
Rigor, Graduation Rates, and ACT / SAT Scores. 

Walnut High students had the 
opportunity to meet and learn from 
US military veterans of World War II, 
the Korean War, Vietnam War and 
recent conflicts in the Middle East on  
November 3. A dozen distinguished 
servicemen and women shared their 
unforgettable stories of courage, honor, 
patriotism, and sacrifice with 650 social 
science students. 

Rear Admiral Gordon Smith recalled 
being keelhauled in the Navy.  When 
the catapult misfired, Smith’s plane was 
thrown off the front of the aircraft carrier, 
which ran over the unlucky pilot.

The aviator said “You have to get back 
in the saddle whenever you’re thrown.”  
He flew from the same catapult the next 

day.  By the end of a long naval career, Smith had received 
Silver and Bronze Stars, Navy Medal for Heroism, four 
Distinguished Flying Crosses, 23 Air Medals and a Purple 
Heart.

Buford Johnson, of the famous World War II Tuskegee 
Airmen, became the first African-American jet mechanic 
in the U.S. Air Force, working in the Korean Conflict. The 
veteran spoke to the importance of honesty and character. 

“Let your yeses be yes and your nos be no,” he said while 
proudly wearing the Congressional Gold Medal.

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Christopher Hellesvig shown left, who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan, advised students to “stay in 
school and follow their dreams.”

Lessons of Liberty
Walnut High Students Learn from Veterans

Navy rear admiral Gordon Smith flew for 
34 years, recording 6,482 flight hours.

Best High Schools in America 
        Diamond Bar and Walnut High Named to Top 100 for 2014

 This is a remarkable accomplishment considering that 
there are more than 30,000 public and private high schools 
across the country. 

“It is a reflection of the relentless commitment to 
student achievement on behalf of our Board of Trustees, 
staff, students, parents, and community.  And, to be what 
appears as the only school district in California with 
two high schools ranked in the top 100 nationally is a 
tribute to the “Kids First” philosophy throughout our K-12 
community,” Dr. Taylor added. 

The rankings are based on six indicators taken from 

school surveys that compare public high schools in the 
United States, with graduation and college acceptance 
rates weighed most heavily. Other criteria included 
college-level courses and exams, percentage of students 
with free or reduced lunch, as well as SAT and ACT scores.  

Both schools are also listed in the publication’s 25 Best 
High Schools in the West roster. 

Congratulations to DBHS and WHS for this tremendous 
achievement!

“American Idol” host Ryan Seacrest joined a 
Grammy celebration at DBHS on November 11.  The 
TV star congratulated Music Director Steve Acciani, a 
semifinalist for the Grammy Music Educator Award. 
(Story on page 2) 

The school participated in the Ford Drive 4 UR 
School program for a chance to earn $6,000 for its 
music program.  The event, hosted by KIIS-FM, 
also featured performances by all 700 instrumental 
music students.  Seniors Will Nazareno (shown) and 
Bridget Pei even took a test drive with Seacrest!

Drive 4 Music!

Walnut Valley Unified School District    Kids First... Every Student, Every Day
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Message from the Superintendent

Dear Walnut Valley  
Families,

I was so pleased to visit a 
WVUSD elementary school 
earlier this week and see the 
overwhelming influence 
of Character Development 
throughout the school.  It 
really wasn’t a surprise 
because I continually 
see a consistent trend of 

developing the Whole Child in all of our schools.  On this 
particular fall day, the emphasis was on EMPATHY.  While 
our district and community continue to enjoy some of 
the highest academic achievement rates of any school 
district out of more than 1,000 districts across the state, 
it’s encouraging to see that we are also leaders in character 
development, community service, and extra-curricular 
activities.  Our students truly receive a complete education!  
It’s refreshing to see the EMPATHY and well-roundedness 
of our students in today’s ever-changing world, and the 
support, mentorship, and encouragement that our staff 
provides every day. 

As we enter into the holiday season and near the end 
of another calendar year, I pause to appreciate all of the 
accomplishments that have occurred over the past year in 
our school district…many of which are highlighted in this 
current publication.  Teachers of the Year, National Merit 
Scholars, both of our high schools recognized as Top 100 
High Schools in the nation (out of 30,000 plus high schools), 
Grammy Award, CIF and State champions, modernized 
schools, California Distinguished Schools…the list goes on 
and on.  What an incredible year in Walnut Valley!

I also pause to reflect on the tremendous advances 
that our staff and students have experienced.  The 
growth and transitions within the instructional program 
are unmatched throughout the state.  We continue on 
our quest to provide our students with the best, most 
current STEAM (science, technology, engineering,  
the arts, and math) resources and experiences in the 
country - experiences and skill sets that will position them to 
excel in both college and the future workforce in this rapidly 
transitioning world in which we live.  We also understand 
that we must find innovative means and finances to 
continue to support this journey, whether it be funding the 
latest technology enhancements, bio-medicine curricular 
tools, or creative and artistic resources.  It is so exciting to 
be a part of preparing our kids in Walnut and Diamond Bar 
for the next wave of advancements in our society…we are 
producing the next group of leaders!

 Thanks so much for the continued parental and 
community support.  There is no question that our 
community offers the greatest amount of support to our 
schools and students, and we truly appreciate all that you 
do!  Finally, stay connected with Walnut Valley USD by 
following us on Twitter @WVUSD_Tweet. 

Happy Holidays!

Dr. Robert Taylor
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Walnut Elementary Hosts 
Teacher from China

Walnut Elementary has welcomed Yang Jing who 
is teaching Chinese in the school’s FLES (Foreign 
Language in Elementary School) program during 
the school year.  Jing was awarded a fellowship from 
the U.S. Department of State to participate in the 
2014 Teachers of Critical Language Program (TCLP). 
Walnut Elementary joined a nationwide competition 
in order to host a TCLP teacher.  

Yang Jing is one of 22 teachers who have been 
selected from Egypt and China for participation in 
TCLP.

2013-14 Teacher of the Year
Honorees

Congratulations to this year’s honorees who reflect 
the many, many outstanding educators who give 

their best to our Walnut Valley students every day! 
Jody Brown 

Castle Rock Elementary

Sherry Robertson
Chaparral Middle School

Carol Martindale
C.J. Morris Elementary

Scott Jones
Collegewood Elementary

Janna Van Horn
Diamond Bar High

Lynn Otsu
Evergreen Elementary

Kristin Thomas
Maple Hill Elementary

Jodi Yim
Quail Summit Elementary

Ann Schnoor
South Pointe Middle School

Susan Warren
Suzanne Middle School

Amy Smith
Vejar Elementary

Krystin Wong
Walnut Elementary

Jennifer Nicholls
Walnut High 

Susan Tang
Westhoff Elementary

All Star WHS Teacher

Exceptional teaching and a love of baseball earned 
Walnut High chemistry teacher Garrett Lim the title 
of All-Star Teacher. “PEOPLE” Magazine, Target Corp, 
and Major League Baseball celebrated an all-star 
team of 30 educators during the 2014 All-Star Game in 
Minnesota.  

“It was a once in a lifetime experience,” said Lim, 
an avid White Sox fan.  Former student Daniel Tsai 
nominated Lim for the award and fans cast their votes 
online for their favorite teacher.  Members of the top 
teacher roster were flown to Target Field to attend this 
year’s All-Star Game and All-Star activities.  They even 
got to meet several baseball legends!

Celebrating Creativity
Collegewood Hosts Dot Day Parade 

Everybody loves a parade! Hundreds of parents lined up 
to watch a kaleidoscope of colors and designs during the 
Collegewood Elementary dot day parade on September 18.  
Students brought in boxes, paper and supplies from home 
and then let their creative juices flow. 

One group stretched their imaginations making puppies 
from simple cardboard boxes. Another group of youngsters 
decorated a fluffy arctic polar bear float.

“It was 100% on their own,” second grade teacher Diane 
Zell explained. Students were encouraged to make their 
mark using critical thinking and collaboration. Classes 
marched through the campus showing off creative floats 
banners, displays, posters, and decorated boxes.

The idea for the parade began with a letter written by 
third grader Sophia Hill.  Principal Joan Perez gave the 
green light combining it with the International Dot Day, an 
event that celebrates courage, creativity, and collaboration. 
And it all begins with a dot!

community during  the Salute to Teachers recognition 
on October 15.  Her first Twitter post was a selfie with 
the entire audience!

Design-Based Learning Humanities and Language 
arts teacher Sherry Robertson has been named 
the 2014 District Teacher of the Year. Robertson is 
dedicated to engaging Chaparral students in service 
projects and launched the HUMANitarian Club in 
2007 to help teach the campus about giving back. Each 
year at a local shelter, the club prepares a complete 
dinner, dessert, and 250 peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches for lunch the following day.  Last year, 
Robertson introduced Cougar Challenge Day to create 
connections with students and staff, break down 
barriers of cliques, and celebrate diversity on campus. 
She is celebrating her 15th year in Walnut Valley.

Robertson created #WVconnections in honor of 
her former student Darren, who lost his battle with 
cancer last year.  She challenged the Walnut Valley 
family to make connections and share them with the 

2014 District 
Teacher 
of the Year

Sherry Robertson

Music Director Steve Acciani (shown in back) plays the sax along with teen rockers.

All Business at 
Business Day

Castle Rock Elementary second graders presented an 
array of homemade items for sale at Business Day held 
September 28.  In four classrooms, merchandise was 
neatly arranged on desks with eager sales-clerk- students 
ready to make a sale. 

At 12:30, young shoppers came through the doors with 
$20 in Castle Rock Cash ready to buy the treats and trinkets. 
They chose from yummy baked goods, beaded bracelets, 
tote bags, bookmarks, bow ties, holiday decorations, 
and more during the sale of the century. The classrooms 
buzzed as soon as second graders started making their 
purchases and savvy bargain hunters negotiated prices 
during the 50-minute event.  The sale is the culmination 
of an IB Unit of Study on how consumers and producers 
across the world depend on each other for the exchange of 
goods and services.

“Business Day is a perfect opportunity for our students 
to put what they’ve been learning into action. They had an 
awesome time!” Principal Dr. Resma Byrne said.

Lim with Ozzie Smith

Instrumental Music Directors Steve Acciani from 
Diamond Bar High School and Dr. Buddy Clements 
from Walnut High School have been named national 
semifinalists for the 2015 Grammy Music Educator 
Award presented by The Recording Company and The 
Grammy Foundation.  They are among 25 semifinalists 

Acciani, Clements Named Grammy Music 
Educator Semifinalists 

out of more than 7,000 nominations from all 50 
states.  The Music Educator Award will recognize an 
outstanding music teacher who has made a significant 
and lasting contribution to the field of music education 
and who demonstrates a commitment to the broader 
cause of maintaining music education in the schools. 
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Construction 
UPDATE

Thanks to your support of Bond Measures 
S & Y, construction and modernization 
projects make our school facilities relevant 
for 21st century learning.

Walnut Valley celebrated the completion of 
modernization at Maple Hill Elementary on 
September 3.  About 200 friends of the school including 
community members, parents, students, current and 
former staff, district and local officials attended the 
grand re-opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“Maple Hill would not be the school that it is today 
without your support,” Principal Nancy Stingley said 
to the school community. Staff members moved into 
a village of 29 portables for construction that began in 
June of 2013.  The remodeled campus officially opened 
its doors on the first day of the 2014-2015 school year. 

4 The HVAC contractor has installed 
 new ductwork throughout the building. 

4 NSA Construction completed 
 demolition of existing atrium areas, and
  a new concrete floor slab has been poured.

4 NSA Construction is working on wall 
 layout and framing interior classroom 
 walls at the southeast side of the 
 building and has installed about 80% 
 of the new skylights. 

Celebrating
    Maple Hill’s Grand Re-Opening

“This has been a fantastic journey for us. Today is a day 
of celebration and of new beginnings,” Stingley said.

“We’ve been given an extraordinary gift. This building - 
our home - has been transformed, and we are so grateful,” 
fourth grade teacher Tami Barry stated. 

The school has a brand-new interior design, 
multipurpose room and exterior landscaping.  Classrooms 
feature state-of-the-art technology, skylights, and 
generous storage cabinets. Six hundred new desks and 
chairs were purchased for the campus.

Teachers now use wireless microphones and mobile 
stations that hold a laptop and portable document camera 

that connect with new digital projectors.
Teachers led small groups on a tour of their new school 

after the ribbon cutting.
“It’s like a new beginning for us. It’s beautiful, it’s kid-

friendly and we have a lot of new technology that we didn’t 
have before,” said third grade teacher Sue Conrad-Kanstul.

“I would say it’s 21st century!” 

Chaparral Middle School 
      Modernization Underway

Chaparral Music  
and Food Service 
Buildings

Work has also begun on a new $5 million 
Music Building (10,255 sq. ft.) and Food Service 
Building (3,916 sq. ft.) project at Chaparral 
Middle School. 

Site excavation, underground plumbing, 
reinforced steel for footings are complete. After 
the building pad, rock, sand, and vapor barrier 
was installed, the slab was poured.  

A complete modernization of the main education and office building was Board approved in June 
2014.  This $9 million project began in August with interior demolition.  All staff and students have 
moved into portables for the duration of the 14-month project.

Shown above, the existing library pit was filled in with 
concrete slurry, taking about 90 yards to complete!
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An Icy Challenge
Teachers, staff members, and administrators at 

schools and the district office answered the ALS 
Ice Bucket 
Cha l lenge.  
Many re-
membered 
friends and 
family as 
they had a 
bucket of 
ice water 
doused on 
them.  And they all agreed it was for a great cause!  

DBHS Principal Catherine Real took the first 
polar plunge with Assistant Principal John Terry 
and challenged every school leader in the district.  
WHS Principal Jeff Jordan was the first to respond, 
challenging the district chief, Superintendent  
Dr. Robert Taylor shown below.Suzanne Middle School students took a giant step forward 

in breaking down the walls of stereotypes and learning 
about the people around them during the 8th Grade Summit 
on September 19.  “The entire class participated in a day of 
reflection and opportunities for personal growth,” said 
teacher Marla Rickard.  About 475 students rotated through 
breakout sessions in classrooms, the field, and multi-purpose 
room.  “Students were mixed up into three groups so they 
could get to know peers that they might not otherwise meet,” 
explained counselor George Ann Cusson.  The exciting 
day of activities included workshops, discussions, and a 
motivational speaker. Thirty-one Walnut High students 
facilitated and led the sessions.

Our High Schools Bring Out the Best in Students
Diamond Bar and Walnut are among the 75 top public and private high schools in Los Angeles County.  The 

Challenge Index, published in the September issue of “Los Angeles Magazine”, ranks DBHS as #13 and WHS  
as #19. The Challenge Index, created by educational columnist Jay Matthews, ranks high schools by taking the 
number of Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate tests given at a school in 2013 and divided that 
figure by the number of graduating seniors that year. 

Forty-two Diamond Bar and Walnut high school 
seniors have been named Semifinalists in the 2015 
National Merit Scholarship Program.  The nationwide 
pool of about 16,000 Semifinalists represents less 
than one percent of U.S. high school seniors in each 
state.  Students were recognized for demonstrating 
exceptional academic ability and potential for success 
in rigorous college studies.  

Diamond Bar High School: Kyu Seo Ahn, Saakib 
Akbany, Athena Chen, Zhen H. Chen, Matthew Chiu, 
Justin J. Choi, Kali A. DeCambra, Sophia Y. Deng, 

Suzanne 
8th 
Graders 
Stand 
Tall 
at Summit

2015 National Merit Scholarship Program 
Forty-two Seniors Named Semifinalists 

Gregory J. Gunadi, Shyam F. Hassan, Jeannie C. Huang, 
Mandy Hung, Christopher L. Ivanoff, Rena Jiang, 
Catherine H. Larcheveque, Young D. Lin, Michelle Lyu, 
Alvin R. Ma, Alexander J. Song, Emily K. Wong, and 
Jordan C. Wong. 

Walnut High School: Ao Henry, Bobbie Chen, 
Jackson T. Deng, Joanna Hao, Jefferey S. Huang, Mindy 
A. Huang, Yu Ting Kuo, Andrew S. Lee, Xiang Li, Rhea 
Lin, Theresa T. Lo, Ethan Ma, Johnny Mok, Christopher 
Qian, Allison Y. Tang, Yun-Ta Tsai, Rachel Wang, Brian 
S. Weng, Manyue Zhang, Xin Zhang, and Ted N. Zhu.

Follow us on Twitter!
School and District News @WVUSD_Tweet

Suzanne Middle School
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“Holly Bear Tea” a Success
The Walnut Valley Educational Foundation 

celebrated its 18th annual Teddy Bear Tea on 
November 15.  Over 300 guests attended the fall 
“Holly Bear Tea” at Royal Vista Golf Club. This 
year’s Master of Ceremonies was Superintendent 
Dr. Robert Taylor.  In addition, the Foundation 
honored the 2013 - 2014 Teachers of the Year and 
Classified Employees of the Year  

The highlight of the event was the raffle of 
creatively dressed and decorated teddy bears 
donated by our schools. All proceeds from the tea 
will be used to fund special classroom mini-grants. 

Thank you for your support!

To learn more about Walnut Valley Schools visit our website at                                                        www.wvusd.k12.ca.us

IMPORTANT  
DATES:

Winter Break: December 22 - January 2
Martin Luther King Jr. Day: January 19
Pupil-Free Staff Development Day: January 20
President’s Day: February 16
Pupil-Free Staff Development Day: February 17
Pupil-Free Staff Development Days: March 5 - 6News Clips...

Westhoff Families Feast 
at Culture Fair

Hundreds of Westhoff Elementary families 
and friends enjoyed foods from around the world 
during a Culture Fair held October 10.  Fifteen 
different countries were represented at decorated 
booths with music, customs, and lots of delicious 
authentic food.  Students wore traditional clothing 
to parade around the school while a DJ offered 
music for dining and dancing.  

“It is an opportunity for our children to learn 
about their friends’ customs and share about their 
own,” said President Melinda Powell. 

Walnut High Dedicates 
Athletic Building

Walnut High School paid tribute to long-time 
Mustang, Bob Barilari during a building dedication 
on October 1.  Barilari served as the Boys’ Equipment 
Manager from 1970-2004.  A plaque was unveiled 
dedicating the Boys’ Locker Room in his honor.  The 
special dedication celebrated Barilari’s legacy of 
relationships and friendships at the building where 
he spent over 70,000 hours of his life working and 
supporting thousands of people. 

“Bobby will never be forgotten here. His legacy 
will serve as a symbol of excellence that we can all 
strive for,” Principal Jeff Jordan said. 

Sports Update - CIF State Champions!

DBHS: Girls Golf shown above won the CIF state 
championship on November 18 with a score of 381. 
Congratulations to players Josephine Chang, Rachel 
Chung, Joan Park, Kaitleen Shee, Crystal Wang, 
Bethany Wu, and coach Tony McCabe!
WHS: Girls Golf Hacienda League Champs, CIF 
champions, competed 2nd straight year at state 
semifinals. 


