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Walnut Valley Named to  
AP Honor Role

Walnut Valley Unified School District has been 
named to College Board’s 2013 AP District Honor 
Roll.  The 4th annual list includes 477 districts 
across the U.S. and Canada being honored for 
increasing access to AP® course work while 
simultaneously maintaining or increasing the 
percentage of students earning scores of 3 or 
higher on AP Exams.  WVUSD has achieved the 
honor for multiple years.

“Congratulations to our outstanding students, 
teachers, staff members and administrators. This 
distinction confirms Walnut Valley’s ongoing 
commitment to preparing our students for college, 
careers and beyond,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Robert Taylor.

Reaching these goals indicates that these 
districts are successfully identifying motivated, 
academically prepared students who are likely 
to benefit from rigorous AP course work.  These 
477 districts are committed to expanding the 
availability of AP courses among prepared and 
motivated students of all backgrounds, according 
to College Board.  Inclusion on the 4th Annual AP 
District Honor Roll is based on the examination of 
three years of AP data, from 2011 to 2013. 

Chaparral Middle School students had an opportunity to ex-
plore computer programming during the Hour of Code. Over 
10,000 students throughout the country joined the new event 
held during the 2013 Computer Science Education Week. “Every 
student received an introductory one-hour lesson and a chance 
to try coding during their math classes,” math and technology 
teacher Denise Loera said.  Chaparral 6th-8th grade students 
logged in a total of 1,297 hours of coding during the two-day 
experience. “Computer science education is an increasingly 
important foundation for success, and everybody can benefit 

from learning the basics,” 
Loera added. Students 
used Netbooks, HP Desk-
tops, and Chromebooks 
as they worked through 
different levels of intro-
ductory programming. 
They used technology re-
sources including Khan 
Academy, Light-Bot and 
CodeAvengers. “Coding 
teaches them to think and 
collaborate,” she said. Stu-
dents were immediately 
engaged as they logged in 
and began working on the 
level one coding patterns.

“The Hour of Code was 
tremendous. This is a perfect 

example of what happens when 
teachers challenge their students 

with creative activities that 
motivate them to go outside of 
what they already know,” said 

Principal Ron Thibodeaux.

Walnut Valley Unified School District    Kids First... Every Student, Every Day

Issue 27  Spring 2014

Message from the Superintendent
Dear  
Walnut Valley  
Community,

First and foremost, thank 
you for your ongoing support 
of our schools in the Walnut 
Valley Unified School District.   
We have enjoyed an incredible 
school year, thus far, filled with 
student accomplishments 
and achievement stories at 

all levels of our organization.  We are extremely proud of the 
partnerships we have developed as our district focuses on 
the three key areas: Building Relationships, Fiscal Stability, 
and Student Achievement.  Our continued success would 
not be possible without the contributions, dedication, and 
efforts of so many parents, staff, and community members.

It is an exciting time in education…here in Walnut 
Valley, as well as across the state and nation!  Perhaps most 
notably is the shift in the area of teaching and learning and 
our current accountability system.  An increased emphasis 
on preparing our students to be successful in their future 
college experiences, and then on into a modern-day career, 
really drives the national transformation of the curriculum.  
In Walnut Valley, our teachers and staff have been preparing 
tirelessly towards the implementation of the Common Core 
State Standards which are set to officially be launched into 
classrooms across the country beginning with the 2014-
15 school year.  The combination of strong Walnut Valley 
teachers, administration, and support staff, coupled with the 
fact that the Common Core State Standards are extremely 
reflective of California’s current content standards, helps to 
place our district in an advantageous position in maintaining 
our historically high levels of student achievement for 
upcoming years.   

The shifts in the accountability system are highlighted by 
a new battery of assessments for students across the United 
States.  These assessments will focus on a more in-depth, 
higher order thinking system that, using technology-based 
tools, more accurately reflect a student’s knowledge of a 
particular concept.  In Walnut Valley, our students have the 
opportunity to pilot these assessments this spring at each of 
our school sites.

We appreciate all of our parents, staff, and community 
members who have attended one or more of our school or 
district-based informational programs on the Common 
Core and accountability system.  Our district-sponsored 
Common Core nights were presented in a variety of home 
languages and offered audience members an opportunity 
to learn, interact, and develop questions with our staff.  
Information from these presentations is available on our 
district’s website.

California is also experiencing significant changes in the 
funding model for schools and school districts.  The Local 
Control Funding Formula (LCFF) is designed to provide 
increased resources to California’s neediest children while 
affording local school districts more autonomy in deciding 
how to best utilize resources to better support all students.  
While Walnut Valley has not benefitted financially as much 
as many of our surrounding districts due to the demographic 
make-up of our students, we have implemented a thorough 
process to gather parent, community, and staff input on how 
to best allocate our local funding.  This will provide support to 
all of our students and maintain and grow our college-going 
rates and successes.  We truly appreciate the participation 
from our community in this process.

Last, but certainly not least, we continue to improve 
our learning facilities throughout the district.  In addition 
to recent building development in areas such as a new 
facility for Cyrus J. Morris Elementary School, new Science 
buildings at Chaparral Middle School, and a new math 
building and Aquatic Center at Diamond Bar High School, 
we are also extremely excited about the progress being made 
on the re-developed and modernized facility at Maple Hill 
Elementary School.  Maple Hill is scheduled to open its 
doors at the beginning of the upcoming school year!  Again, 
these projects, and many others, were made possible by 
voter approval of Measures S and Y.

We look forward to continued improvement and 
maintaining the high quality of work and outcomes that the 
Walnut Valley Unified School District has enjoyed.  We are 
excited to lead the way for change and growth throughout 
the state.  We appreciate your participation and ongoing 
support.

Sincerely,

Dr. Robert P. Taylor

Hour of Code
         Chaparral Students Explore Computer 
                    Science Careers

Training our 
Teachers
“During 
training days 
our teachers 
are engaged in 
understanding 
where we are 
headed. We’re 
learning the 
tools needed 
to educate our 
students and we’re working together toward a common 
goal – Common Core.” 3rd grade teachers Shelly Hasseler, 
Collegewood and Kathy Lagerborg, Maple Hill.  Also 
shown: Eunice Lee.

Parent Meetings
 “I am glad that the State adopted the Common Core State 

Standards in 
education that 
would put every 
child studying 
the same content 
irrespective of 
state, city or 
school district.  
I have a better 
understanding 
of how this will 
be accomplished 
in our schools, 

thanks to the meetings hosted by Walnut Valley Unified 
School District.” Lisa Kwan, parent at Chaparral Middle 
School.

Implementing Common 
Core and Smarter 
Balanced Assessments
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2013 Cornerstone Award Winners

Class Act Gala Celebrates 
Classified Employees

Twelve classified (non-teaching) 2013 Cornerstone Award winners were honored 
during the Class Act Cornerstone Awards Gala held February 7.  The dinner and 
recognition ceremony is sponsored by the WVUSD Personnel Commission and 
Walnut Valley Educational Foundation. The Cornerstone Award recognizes 
an exemplary classified employee and team player that exhibits extraordinary 
dedication, enthusiasm, and pride.  Congratulations to this year’s honorees!

Margaret Wong, School Office Manager - Evergreen Elementary

Sharon Liu, Instructional Aide II Special Education - Maple Hill Elementary

Laura Morris, Instructional Aide II Special Education - C.J. Morris Elementary

Shelley Patton, Instructional Aide II Special Education - Maple Hill Elementary

Lorraine Gomez, Health Clerk - Suzanne Middle School

Yenny Ong, Food Services Worker II - Quail Summit Elementary

Monica Cazares, Accounting Assistant II - Child Care Program

Patricia Acevez, Office Assistant/Health Clerk - Vejar Elementary

Patti Malatacca, School Office Manager - Quail Summit Elementary

Maria Cabrera, Instructional Aide II- Vejar Elementary

Marilyn Higa, Instructional Aide II Special Education - Evergreen Elementary

Gale Taylor, Library Media Technician - South Pointe Middle School

2013 Classified 
Employee of  
the Year
Gale Taylor,  
Library Media Technician II

Gale understands the importance of 
instilling the love of reading.  One of the 
ways she inspires students is through 
The Read-Along Challenge.  During lunch 
she meets with her team to read and 
discuss selected novels and prepare for 

a competition.  Gale also took the lead in introducing e-Books to the Walnut 
Valley Unified School District Digital Library. She worked collaboratively and 
partnered with our two high schools to rollout WVUSD’s first e-Book program. 

“It is truly an honor to be recognized as the WVUSD 2013 Classified Employee 
of the Year.  It is both a challenge and pleasure to be able to play a role in 
preparing our students for the 21st Century,” she said.

Suzanne Middle School students 
got a special lesson from Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee.  
Alice Chen’s 8th grade Language 
Arts class participated in a live 
Connected Classrooms conversation 

to remember Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. just days before the national holiday held in 
his honor. Three classrooms from across the United States participated in the Google 
Hangout On Air event. Each educator invited to participate is a member of Google’s 
Connected Classrooms. 

“Advances in technology enable our students to have a unique global connection 
that enriches their educational experience,” Chen said. Her classroom was bubbling 
with nervous energy moments before the broadcast went live.  One boy rated his level 
of excitement as an “11” on a scale from one to ten. When the program began the 
assembled group listened intently to every word.  At 10 a.m. PST, moderator Dawn Engle 
introduced Gbowee as an incredible woman who exemplifies the peace movement.  
The Liberian peace activist was responsible for leading a woman’s peace movement 
that helped put an end to the second Liberian Civil War.

“The most important thing Dr. King taught us is that we are the change we hope to 
see. It is in each and every individual,” Gbowee said.  Two students from each classroom 
asked questions.  Suzanne students Kaitlin Garrett and Steven Sakamoto stood next 
to the projection screen face-to-face with the international legend who was in New 
York.  After the one-hour program, the students reflected on the once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.

“It was exciting talking to her,” Sakamoto said. “My favorite story was how Martin 
Luther King Jr. inspires us through non violence.  It’s a good way to celebrate the holiday.” 

Garrett plans to begin finding ways to become a change maker.  “This will 
inspire me to start thinking about changes and how we can help the community,” 
she said. The broadcast can be viewed at https://plus.google.com/events/
ckfsc2s5dg1aqvglm1h4ha902uo.

Diamond Bar High School has been selected as a 
2014 GRAMMY Signature School Semifinalist.  The 
Grammy Foundation announced the list of 123 schools 
nationwide on November 20. The GRAMMY Signature 
Schools program recognizes top U.S. public high schools 
that are making an outstanding commitment to music 

Music Excellence
Diamond Bar High Named GRAMMY Signature School Semifinalist

education during an academic school year. 
“We are very proud of the work that Instrumental 

Music Director Steve Acciani does to support the arts 
at Diamond Bar High School.  His tireless efforts have 
paid off to create a program that is second-to-none!” 
said Principal Catherine Real. In mid-March, 2014, the 

GRAMMY Foundation will announce the finalists for 
the program. These schools will receive a custom award 
and a monetary grant ranging from $1,000 to $15,000 to 
benefit their music program.

Students Connect with Nobel 
Peace Prize Winner

Collegewood Robotics Team Wins  
at Regionals

Lego League (FLL) Championship Tournament. The 
Robomasters Cougars 4-1 Team is comprised of ten 4th 
graders: Nathan Fong, Nafiz Islam, Madrid Nevarez, 
Evan Walker, Sarah Wang, Emmy Hsu, Collin Lee, Codey 
Ma, Kaden Salvador, and Kawin Watkins.  

They were one of the youngest groups in the tourney 
that includes 4th to 8th grade student teams. The 
students researched Wildfire Disasters and presented 
their idea of a Firefighting Robot to the judges. 

“It went really good and it was fun,” said Madrid 
Nevarez. She said competing with the robot was the 
most exciting part and she won her match. “Our kids 
tried their best and had great fun working as a team 
with gracious professionalism to apply science and 
technology into real world problems,” said team coach 
and parent Scott Watkins. 

Collegewood Elementary School’s new robotics team won 2nd Place 
for their project presentation during the Los Angeles Region First 
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Chaparral Celebrates New Science Buildings

Construction UPDATE
Thanks to your support of Bond Measures S & Y, construction and modernization projects 
make our school facilities relevant for 21st century learning.

Chaparral Middle School hosted a Grand Opening 
and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to celebrate the 
school’s new Science and Design-Based Learning 
Buildings on October 28. The event included a special 
dedication in memory of teacher Leslie A. Stoltz. The 
Chaparral school community including current and 
former staff members, students and parents, district 
and local officials attended the milestone event. 

Principal Ron Thibodeaux welcomed and thanked 
the Chaparral learning community and guests for 
their attendance.

“Certainly modernization of this campus couldn’t 
happen without your generosity and support – we 

Walnut Valley Unified School District and Diamond 
Bar High School celebrated the completion of the Denis 
R. Paul Aquatic Center on December 11. Students, 
staff, community 
members, district 
and local officials 
attended the Grand 
Opening and 
Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony held 
poolside. 

The $10.7 mil-
lion construction 
project of the 12-
lane pool and adja-
cent 20-classroom 
math building 
were made possible 
through voter approval of Bond Measures S 
and Y. The two-story math building opened 
at the beginning of the 2013-14 school year, 
and the Denis R. Paul Aquatic Center was also 
completed on schedule. 

The special opening ceremony provided the 
community with a first glimpse of the long-
awaited addition at Diamond Bar High School. 

“This has been a 32-year dream for this family. 
Today, this home got even more majestic,” retired 
Principal Denis Paul said during his commemoration 
speech. 

Principal Catherine Real thanked the community 
for their support that will enable the school to continue 
to provide a premium education for students.

“I’m incredibly proud to be the principal during 
this momentous time in Diamond Bar High School’s 
history,” Real said. She acknowledged Denis Paul for 
his vision and foresight for the Diamond Bar campus 

appreciate it greatly,” he said. Chaparral students are now 
learning in a brand new 14-classroom science wing. Staff 
will now be able to easily incorporate labs and design 
challenges into day-to-day instruction. The new building 
also facilitates higher level thinking in accordance with 
the hands-on learning objectives that are prevalent in 
Design-Based Learning (DBL) and Science classrooms, 
and are in accordance with STEM philosophies.

“I could not be more proud of these Science and Design-
Based classrooms and paw-shaped quad. It’s a beautiful 
setting for student learning,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Robert Taylor.

“I am so pleased that Leslie’s legacy will live on and we 

will have a permanent reminder of a teacher who inspired 
all of us to challenge ourselves even more on behalf of our 
students,” commented retired Principal Jan Keating.

“I remember when Leslie walked into my room and 
asked me about joining DBL. I have never felt so honored 
or so over my head in all my life,” shared Chaparral Science 
Teacher and 2013 District Teacher of the Year Maggie 
Strand. 

‘The door Leslie opened for me changed me profoundly 
personally and spiritually. She was tenacious, funny, giggly, 
passionate driven and inspiring,” Strand said. Chaparral’s 
Science and DBL Parent Night followed the ceremony and 
guests were invited to tour the new classrooms.

Science Buildings and “Cougar Paw” quad.

Dive-in Day!
Denis R. Paul Aquatic Center Opens at Diamond Bar High

from its inception. 
“Our Brahma Pride will forever be inspired by you. You 

laid the foundation of the four ‘A’s: Academics, Activities, 
the Arts, and Athletics and 
thanks to you, we are taking 
another historic step in 
supporting our students, our 
staff and our community,” said 
Real.

The aquatic center also 
includes stadium seating 
with shade structure, locker 
room with men’s and women’s 
restrooms, public restrooms, 
coach’s room, pool storage 

building, pool 
equipment building 
and team room. After 
the official ribbon 
cutting, the school’s 
Brass Ensemble played 
the Olympic Fanfare 
as the four varsity 
swim captains made a 
surprise entrance. The 

crowd cheered as they took to the starting blocks.  And at 
the signal took their first dives into the clear blue.

The opening of this facility marks the beginning of the 
school’s swim team having their own pool for practices 
and competitions. The new pool will primarily be used for 
the school’s swim team and physical education classes, 
but will soon be open to the community for recreational 
activities during the summer. 

“We’re really excited. It’s going to take us to the next 
level, not only in swim, but also in the community. It’s 
going to be great for everyone involved,” Athletic Director 
Kurt Davies said. 

In Progress. . .
Maple Hill Modernization

Modernization of the facility began in the summer of 
2013.  The contractor having completed approximately 
30 percent of the exterior demolition in the front of the 
school is currently working on digging footings for site 
walls, and the installation of underground utility lines.

Inside of the building, the metal stud framing has 
been completed throughout, and the drywall is nearing 
completion.  All the structural steel and metal deck for 
the multipurpose room has been installed, along with 
casework, teaching walls, acoustical tackable wall 
panels with aluminum trim, and sink cabinets inside 
the classrooms.  Interior painting, electrical cabling, 
fire safety systems, and HVAC are in the process of being 
completed.  

The school is currently scheduled for an August 2014 
opening.

Staff members were excited to check out the progress 
during a ‘hard hat’ tour in February.
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Diamond Bar High Pianist 
Playing at the Top

Senior David Yu has dedicated his entire life to music – specifically classical 
music. He is also a violinist and student conductor of the Diamond Bar High 
School orchestra. America got a chance to hear the 18 year-old perform during 
the National Public Radio (NPR) Music From the Top program. The gifted 
musician flew to Stanford University’s Bing Concert Hall for the taping and 
played the first movement of Schumann Piano Sonata No. 2 in G Minor for the 
December 8 broadcast. 

“This is one of the top honors a high school musician can receive. From the 
Top features only the best of the best, students who have a legitimate chance 
of becoming superstars,” said Instrumental Music Director Steve Acciani. 
“The show also looks for students that will have a lasting impact on the field 
of classical music due to their passion and commitment to their art,” said 
Acciani. Yu was also awarded the Jack Kent Cooke Young Artist Award. 

Schools Applauded 
for Student 
Achievement

Eleven Walnut Valley Schools were named as 
2013 Honor Roll Schools by the California Business 
for Education Excellence (CBEE) on February 26. 
Congratulations to Castle Rock, Collegewood, 
Evergreen, Westhoff, Maple Hill, Quail Summit, 
and Vejar Elementary Schools; Chaparral, South 
Pointe and Suzanne Middle Schools; and Walnut 
High School who have been named Scholar 
Schools. It is a testament to their ongoing focus on 
students and their success. 
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WVEF is on a Roll!
The Walnut Valley Educational Foundation held 

another fun and delicious monthly Wheel Food 
Fest on February 7 with three popular food trucks: 
The Slummin Gourmet, The Cup Cakery and Rollin 
Sushi. “This event was a great success! Thank you 
all for your support,” said President Celicia Yeh. 

With proceeds from events like these, the 
Foundation has been able to fund several ongoing 
activities at WVUSD schools including a recently 
supported STEM with a donation to the DBHS 
Robotics Team. This helped the team develop a 
championship bound, fully functional competition 
robot that competed in the FIRST Robotics Inland 
Empire Regional competition on February 28. The 
team would like to say a big “Thank You” to the 
Foundation for its support! 

To learn more about Walnut Valley Schools visit our website at                                                        www.wvusd.k12.ca.us

IMPORTANT  
DATES:

Pupil-Free Staff Development:  March 28
Spring Break:  March 31 - April 4
Pupil-Free Staff Development:  April 18
Pupil-Free Staff Development:  May 23
Memorial Day:  May 26
Last Day of School:  May 29

News Clips...
Walnut Elementary Rings in 
Chinese New Year

Students enrolled in the Dual Language Immer-
sion Program shared songs and skits in Mandarin 

Chinese to 
commemorate 
this festive cel-
ebration dur-
ing an assem-
bly held in the 
amphitheater 
on January 31.  
Over 150 stu-
dents in kin-

dergarten, first, and second grades demonstrated 
what they have been learning from Mandarin lit-
eracy teachers. In the Dual Language Immersion 
classes, heritage and non-heritage speakers learn 
together as they are instructed in Mandarin for 50% 
of the day and in English the other 50%. 

WVUSD Science Olympiads Qualify 
for State

75 students from Walnut High, Diamond Bar 
High, Chaparral, South Pointe and Suzanne Middle 
Schools distinguished themselves with top finishes 
at the L.A. County Science Olympiad on February 22 
and qualified for the state competition.

Ready to Read 
Collegewood Elementary recently opened the 

doors to its new Media Tech Center.  An official 
Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting ceremony was 
held during a monthly spirit day assembly. The 
school library has been relocated from a portable 
to a centralized classroom featuring modern décor, 
eBook station, new shelving for hundreds books and 
cozy reading areas. 

8th Grader Wins Johns Hopkins Award
Suzanne Middle School student Christopher 

Wong has been named a winner in the Johns 
Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth. He 
earned the Exceptional Talent Award and received 
a certificate and medal for high honors. 

We Love our Staff!
Suzanne Middle School’s CARE (Community 

Awareness Reaching Education) Club made 
personalized Valentine’s Day wall hangers for each 
teacher on campus. Club members also invited 
every staff member to a bagel breakfast on February 
12. CARE Club introduces students to their ability to 
help others in their family, community and world. 
This year, the 90-member group also hosted projects 
to benefit the Ronald McDonald House, L.A. Mission 
and McKinley Children’s Center

Prep Round-Up
Dreams Come True on National Signing Day: 

DBHS running back Tyler Brown signed with 
Northern Arizona University on February 5. “I’ve 
worked my whole life to get to this day!” Brown 
said.  WHS Girls Golf Team and Coach Cecil Woods 
made CIF history as the first team within three 
years of existence to qualify for the CIF State Golf 
Championship. WHS Golfer Tiffany Kuroki signed 
her national letter of intent for a full scholarship to 
the University at Albany. DBHS Golfer Tiffany Wu 
has been named the SGV Tribune Player of the Year. 
Walnut Valley was well represented with both our 
Girls Golf Teams making State.  Diamond Bar was 
State Runner- Up for the 2nd consecutive year.

WHS Students Meet 
World War II Veteran
Luncheon Honors Essay Finalists, 
Tuskegee Airmen 

The Walnut High 
Black Student Union 
hosted a luncheon to 
honor essay contest fi-
nalists and a wonder-
ful veteran on February 
21.  The annual essay 
contest asked students 
to explain the impact 
of Tuskegee Airmen 
in World War II. These 
dedicated, determined young men volunteered to be-
come America’s first Black military aviators. Contest 
finalists sophomore Zane Landin and sophomore Mia 
Liang read their essays during the event. Landin was 
named the 1st Place winner.

 The luncheon also featured a special guest speaker. 
Lt. Albert Smith, an 88 year-old veteran, who flew as a 
Tuskegee Airman. He stood at the podium and shared 
a few stories with the students. “It really made you feel 
honored to listen to his message,” said Principal Jeff 
Jordan.

English teacher and BSU advisor Victoria Workman 
assisted club president, senior Michael Montgomery, 
in organizing Black History Month activities which 
included decorating the school with inspirational 
posters, organizing the school-wide speech contest 
and planning the luncheon.  After the event, Landin 
thanked Lt. Smith for coming to the school. The veteran 
responded by pulling a $2 bill out of his pocket, handing 
it to the student and wishing him the best of luck. 

“Thank you so much. I’m saving this for good luck,” 
Landin replied.

 “It was an awesome moment. These are the great 
things that happen here,” Jordan added.


