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Walnut Valley Unified School District    Kids First... Every Student, Every Day

Message from the 
Superintendent

Dear Walnut Valley family,
“We’re gonna light the 

schools!”
It’s been a few years since 

that statement was made, but I 
remember it like it was yesterday.  
Our dear friend and beloved 
former Chief Business Official, 
Kenny Goodson, stormed into 
my office on a cool fall day 
and stated, “We’re gonna light 

the schools!”  Kenny has since passed, but his memory 
and his strong belief in a KIDS FIRST culture lives on … 
partially through our now annual tradition of “lighting the 
schools” with bright holiday lights hanging from all nine 
of our elementary schools from Thanksgiving through 
the Winter Recess.  It was Kenny’s vision that these lights 
would not only represent the holiday season, but also 
would serve as a reminder to our school community of the 
focus that we, as an entire community, have on educating 
our students.

The lights, and this season of giving, also serve as a 
reminder for all that I, and we, have to be reflective and 
thankful.  Our school district continues to thrive and 
advance appropriately through this ever-changing world.  
I’m thankful for the recognitions that our schools and 
district receive at this time of year.  This publication is full 
of just some of the wonderful accolades such as being 
named one of the top school districts in the country, state-
recognized Golden Bell Awards for our schools, nationally-
recognized STEM programs (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics), and Los Angeles County 
award-winning educators.  These recognitions truly 
reflect the commitment and dedication of our employees, 
as well as our strong partnership with our parents and 
community members.  

I’m also sincerely thankful for our community’s support 
of Measure WV.  This initiative allows us to continue 
to enhance our school facilities into state-of–the-art 
learning spaces that further aid in the development of our 
students as modern day learners … prepped and ready for 
the future!

I’m appreciative of our school district’s continued 
emphasis on the safety and social emotional well-being of 
our students and staff.  Further developed facilities with 
an increased awareness of security, a continued focus on 
training (in accordance and collaboration with our local 
first responders), and nationally-recognized work being 
advanced and implemented by educators across our 
schools, is helping us to better address the comfort and 
confidence of our stakeholders.

Finally, I’m thankful for the consistent messaging of 
hope and observance of various acts of kindness and 
care on the part of our kids and adults.  At the core of 
our “business”, despite the ever-increasing demands 
of accountability, finances, legislation, etc., continues 
to be that we are in the business of people and I am so 
thankful for the strong relationships that we hold across 
our educational community and the wonderful people 
that make up our Walnut Valley family.

I hope that you and your family enjoy a restful and 
rejuvenating holiday season.

Thanks for all you do to support our kids!

Robert P. Taylor, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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Safety Updated on Campuses

WVUSD Rolls Out New 
Visitor ID System
To continue keeping the safety of our students a top priority, 

Walnut Valley USD began implementing a new visitor 
management system on November 1.  The paper visitor sign-
in sheets have been replaced with the LobbyGuard Visitor 
Management System to ensure that individuals visiting all 15 
campuses are authorized to do so.

“Our goal is to continue to provide a welcoming and warm 
environment for our parents, teachers, students, and staff 
while simultaneously communicating a culture of safety and 
security to the community,” said Superintendent Dr. Robert 
Taylor.

Visitors will continue to be required to present identification 
to office staff.  Accepted forms of identification include any 
state issued driver’s license or identification card, Matricular 
Consular card, Military ID (active duty or retired), and 
permanent resident card.

Office staff will utilize the LobbyGuard system to scan the 
visitor’s name and date of birth with the national database of 

registered sex offenders. The scan may also include a photo for 
comparison.

Once the visitor has been cleared through LobbyGuard, the 
system will print a one-day identification sticker with name, 
photo, and destination.

Over the summer, every classroom and department 
received new Cisco IP phones with the enhanced e911 feature 
that identifies building location for first responders. 

In addition, 1,000 Meraki cameras have been installed 
around the District to enhance security with motion detection 
and heat maps.

National Award!

Diamond Bar High Named Top STEM School

Walnut Valley USD is now accepting applications for the 
2020-2021 school year.  Join us to learn more about District 

of Choice (applications accepted through Dec. 31), Parent 
Employment (Allen Bill), and Interdistrict Transfer programs at 
the next enrollment information meeting:  

January 22 6:30 p.m. Westhoff Elementary School

Can’t attend this meeting? Applications are 
available online at www.wvusd.k12.ca.us/
EnrollNow. For more information or general 
inquiries regarding enrollment, please call 
(909) 595-1261 or email enroll@wvusd.k12.
ca.us.

Walnut Valley USD has placed in the top 2 percent out of 
10,782 public school districts in America in the recent 

Niche.com report. Scoring an overall A+ grade, Walnut Valley 
USD secured an impressive report card in numerous categories 
at local, state, and national levels, including ranking in the top 
4 percent of all school districts in California. 

The leading research website also placed Diamond Bar and 

Tell a Friend!
WVUSD Now Accepting 
Enrollment Applications

Best in Class!
Walnut Valley Unified Ranks Tops in Nation

Walnut High Schools in the top 1 percent of over 19,000 public 
high schools in the nation.

Additionally, the premier high schools scored in the top 
3 percent of best high schools in Los Angeles County and 
California.  

“We are excited to share this proud achievement with our 
Walnut Valley school community,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Robert Taylor.

“It is a true testimony of the rigorous, engaging, and 
supportive K-12 student experience provided on all of our 
campuses.”

Niche’s annual listing is based on an analysis of academic 
and student life data from the U.S. Department of Education 
along with test scores, college data, and ratings. 

To view the full 2020 report, please visit https://www.
niche.com/k12/d/walnut-valley-unified-school-district-ca/
rankings/.

TOP 2% OF 
10,782

SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN AMERICA

Diamond Bar High has earned a place in Newsweek magazine’s “Top STEM High Schools of 
2020” report.  The premier high school ranked 317th in the nationwide listing of schools that offer 
skilled teachers who keep up with the development in the fields of science, technology, engineering, 
and math, and who create dynamic learning environments to engage their students. 
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Collegewood Elementary students now have a soft 
place to “land” on campus if they are struggling to 
manage feelings of anxiety, stress, or anger.

This fall, the school unveiled its new Landing 
Spot designed to support the social and emotional 
wellness of all students. A front office has been 
transformed into a cozy and calming space complete 
with canvas teepee tent, sofa, shag rug, and all kinds 
of activities designed to help diffuse an upset child.

“The Landing Spot is a place where students can 
come when their feelings get big and utilize research-
based tools to de-escalate and talk through feelings 
so that they can land in a place that allows them 
to refocus on learning,” said Principal Dr. Mary 
Wendland.

Collegewood has been awarded prestigious CSBA 
2019 Golden Bell for its exemplary approach to 
school-wide intervention.

A school administrator, counselor, or psychologist 
works individually with students during each 
Landing Spot session that might include deep 

breathing exercises 
or running fingers 
through kinesthetic sand that provides increased 
feelings of calmness. Children might opt to snuggle 
under weighted blanket, listen to a sound machine, 
or watch gentle waves in a calming jar to help ease 
feelings of anxiety.

The Landing Spot has taken innovative efforts 
addressing the physical safety, social awareness, and 
emotional wellness of all our students, according to 
counselor Erica Robledo.

“It’s a great spot for students to land and leave 
happy, healthy, and emotionally well!” she said.

The school has already seen impressive results 
with a dramatic decrease in suspensions, with none 
reported this year.

“The outward behavior may look like 
disengagement or defiance, but when we take the 
time to communicate with students more deeply, we 
see that our students need compassion and support 
instead of discipline,” Wendland said.

Two Walnut Valley Schools 
Garner Golden Bell Awards

Student success at Maple Hill Elementary has been 
soaring since the launch of its Clubhouse three years 
ago. The unique program was developed to provide 
cohesive supports for struggling and unduplicated 
students.

“The Clubhouse is the 
great equalizer,” said Prin-
cipal Kelly Morris. 

“With some ingenuity 
and utilizing our current 
resources more effectively, 
the Clubhouse provides eq-
uitable distribution of sup-
ports and opportunities for 
all of our students to close 
the Opportunity Gap.”

Maple Hill has been re-
warded for this outstanding 
program with a 2019 Golden Bell Award.

All Clubhouse intervention services are contained 
in one location creating a hub of collaboration and 
efficiency among staff members.

The multipurpose room was transformed into a 
colorful, fun, safe haven outside the classroom for 
students to feel valued and reassured without getting 
stuck in intervention for the entire school year.

Along with sharing data and monitoring progress, 
more unified curriculum and strategies are being 
utilized for the student population.

Clubhouse goals include providing more intensive 

academic, behavioral, and social supports. Data-
driven decisions support the District’s LCAP goals.

Maple Hill’s CAASPP test scores reveal that 
the school is attaining equitable outcomes for 

unduplicated students 
and making great 
strides in closing the 
opportunity gaps. 

Perhaps the best way 
to emphasis Clubhouse 
success is the heart-
warming story of an en-
rollee from China who 
arrived with limited 
English, along with fam-
ily and behavior issues. 

The student received 
a full-push of services 

from the team of teachers, bilingual aides, school 
counselor, in addition to after-school help with 
homework. 

“The Clubhouse became his home away from 
home and the supports we had in place allowed him 
to reveal the best version of himself,” said Elementary 
Learning Specialist Kim McNeil.

“In time, the Clubhouse transformed our student 
and we saw him flourish with increased reading and 
math scores levels. But, above all else, he was happy 
and at peace.”

Congratulations!
Rich Langham 
District Teacher of the Year 

The District’s top teacher, 
Rich Langham, relishes working 
with young people and the 
opportunities that teaching 
provides: shaping lives, 
learning from new generations, 
being constantly challenged, 
growing every year, and 
having transformative artistic 
experiences. 

“It is beyond rewarding!” says 
the 16-year education veteran of 
his time in the classroom and on 
stage with students.

Rich describes his ideal 
teaching day as one where he is 

well “organized, rehearsed, and ready to lead from the get go.”
His rehearsal plan is a mixture of tried and true techniques, 

new material, and also allowing for moments where the plan is 
set aside to dig into spontaneity. 

“Fascinating, intriguing people, from many cultures, walk 
into my classroom every year, and we can go on adventures 
together. We can explore, learn, be inspired, and reinvent the 
process of learning every day.”

Langham taught choir and guitar at Chaparral Middle 
School for the past seven years, and accepted a position as 
Diamond Bar High’s choral music director at the beginning of 
the 2019-2020 school year.

He was named a semifinalist in the Los Angeles County 
Teacher of the Year competition.

Saluting 2018-2019 
Teachers of the Year 

Congratulations to the following top teachers who 
represent Walnut Valley’s outstanding educators 
with exemplary dedication, classroom practices, 

and commitment to excellence.

Julie Park, Castle Rock Elementary
Rich Langham, Chaparral Middle School
Kelly Revells, Cyrus J. Morris Elementary

Diane Zell, Collegewood Elementary
Teresa Hebert, Diamond Bar High
Alice Choe, Evergreen Elementary

Vanessa Mabini, Maple Hill Elementary
Jennifer Fetchik, Quail Summit Elementary

Marla Rickard, Ron Hockwalt Academies
Crystal Dira, South Pointe Middle School
Priscilla Chan, Suzanne Middle School

Janine De Vera, Vejar Elementary
Henry Lin, Walnut Elementary

Garrett Lim, Walnut High 
Danielle Hawkesworth, Westhoff Elementary

Because the theater 
is for everyone!
Walnut High Stages 
Sensory-Friendly 
Performance

Walnut High School of the Arts welcomed 
audience members with autism, sensory 
and communication disorders, and learning 
disabilities during a special showing of “Almost, 
Maine” on November 2. 

During sensory-friendly performances, the 
theater lights are not darkened entirely, loud and 
jarring sounds are softened, and strobe lights and 
other effects are not used – all in an effort to make 
the shows enjoyable for people with heightened 
sensitivities. 

Sign language interpreters were available 
for the deaf and hard-of-hearing community.  
Parents of children on the autism spectrum 
didn’t need to worry about their child clapping at 
the wrong time, singing along loudly, or needing 
to stand up and move their bodies. 

The theater lobby also had quiet activity 
stations, staffed by Best Buddies student 
volunteers, for kids and adults who needed to 
stretch their legs. The school plans to continue 
its new tradition with a special performance of 
“High School Musical” this spring. Now everyone 
can enjoy the production in their own way!  

Seven Walnut Valley 
Schools receive 
noteworthy PBIS Awards

Seven WVUSD elementary schools have earned 2019 California 
PBIS Coalition Awards for successfully implementing Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Supports. Congratulations to 
Collegewood, Maple Hill, Quail Summit, Westhoff - Platinum level; 
Vejar – Gold level; Evergreen, C.J. Morris – Bronze level. PBIS is a 
proactive approach to establishing the behavioral supports and 
social culture needed for all students in a school to achieve social, 
emotional, and academic success. 

Collegewood Provides Nurturing Place 
for Children –

Maple Hill’s Clubhouse Offers Cohesive Student Support –

Kindness week 
dance party

Maple Hill Elementary students celebrated Kindness 
Week during a high-octane assembly with Diamond Bar 
High alumnus (and classmate of Principal Kelly Morris!) 
Danny Vuong-Batimana on November 19. The former 
professional choreographer and high school teacher is now 
dedicated to bringing his Happiness is Now Experience 
to schools throughout the state. The Filipino-American 
proudly shared childhood memories, enticed students to 
step out of their comfort zone to dance, and even recruited 
staff members to perform on stage. 

Danny is dedicated to leaving his audiences feeling 
empowered, inspired, and happy!
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Thirty seniors from Diamond Bar and Walnut High 
Schools have been distinguished as 2020 National 
Merit Scholarship semifinalists. Congratulations 

to the following students who have been recognized 
for demonstrating exceptional academic ability and 
potential for success in rigorous college studies. 

“This is such a special moment!” exclaimed Diamond 
Bar Principal Dr. Reuben Jones as the teens gathered 
with the school’s administrative team on September 11.

“We’re here to give you a round of applause and 
celebrate this tremendous accomplishment.” 

“We are very proud of all of you - pat yourself on the 
back and just be proud of yourself and each other!” 
added senior Grade Level Coordinators Marc Natividad 
and Ginger Auten.

“You are the elite eighteen!” Auten said.
Walnut High Principal Ryan Maine and school 

leaders surprised the dozen top scoring seniors with 
the announcement during classes that morning. Each 
teen took a moment to pose 
for a snapshot with their 
congratulatory letter and 
then came together during 
lunchtime for a group photo.

“It’s exciting getting 
to know these amazing 
Mustangs,” said Maine who 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

F lanked by golden shovels, a pair of construction 
trailers, and a towering 100-ton bulldozer, Walnut 
Valley USD celebrated the groundbreaking of a two-

story, 14-classroom building at Collegewood Elementary on 
November 6.

Educators, students, parents, community members, and 
local officials gathered at the site of the new 21st century 
educational center to be constructed at the northwest end 
of the Walnut campus.

“Our community is not just gifting us with a building, 
they are giving us a space to come together and change the 
way kids learn,” said Principal Dr. Mary Wendland.

The nearly $10-million transformational project, made 
possible by voter approval of Bond Measure WV, will lay the 
framework for STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Mathematics) education at the school. 

“I can hardly wait to invite students into this state-of-the-
art learning space where their thinking will be challenged 
and friendships will be fostered,” Wendland added.

The long-awaited project will also include a new 
playground, amphitheater, exterior covered canopy, and 

removal of 14 outdated portable classrooms.
Construction will take part in two phases and is slated for 

completion in July 2021.
Wendland said students had been “captivated” as 

construction crews began digging on the campus earlier in 
the week.

“All the kids are excited for the changes coming to our 
school,” said fifth grader Westley Matavo.

“It will be like watching a giant Lego structure being built 
by professionals!”

Collegewood students and staff members proudly donned 
blue plastic construction hats during the groundbreaking 
ceremony.

“This is a dream come true!” said retired educator 
Jane Dyer-Smith who shared of milestone Collegewood 
memories that began as a student in 1965 and being hired 
to teach at her alma mater 15 years later.

“I’ve been a Collegewood Cougar for most of my life and 
have seen and experienced many changes here, but the one 
thing that will never change is the love for teaching and 
dedication to students, parents, and the community.”

Your Measure WV tax dollars at work!

A Groundbreaking Day at Collegewood

30 WVUSD Seniors Named  
National Merit Semifinalists
These high scorers rank among state’s top 1% grads

Diamond Bar High School: 
Courtney Chan, Sean Chang,  
Tiffany Chang, Valerie Chang,  
Michelle Chao, Joshua Chung,  
Mena Hassan, Jonathan Ho, Yewon Lee, 
Ryan Lou, Catherine Lu, Tom Murickan, 
Mason Pan, Karen Shao, Keshav Sriram, 
Jessica Yen, Jolynn Zhang, and Justin Zhang.

Walnut High School: 
Kevin Chen, Yaoyue Jiang, Denise Kao, 

William Lin, Jocelyn Lu, Teresa Maung, 
Chamine Tran, Amber Tsao, Wyan Wan, 

Evelyn Wu, Tyler Xu, Melody Yu.

took the helm in July.
“This is a special group of students who 

are involved in Performing Arts, IB, AP, and 
currently lead multiple clubs on campus.  It 
is a privilege watching their stories unfold as 
they pursue their dreams.” 

More than 1.6 million students entered the 
Merit Program as juniors by taking the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. High scorers 
were designated semifinalists, representing less than 1% 
of the state’s graduating class. In total, just over 16,000 
talented seniors qualified nationwide in the 65th annual 
scholarship program.

These academically talented students will continue to 
compete 
for some 
7,600 
National 
Merit 
Scholar-
ships that 
will be 
offered 
in the 
spring.

A Morning of Sunshine 
One dollar, one day, one 
lap spreads pediatric 
cancer awareness...

South Pointe Middle School students jogged laps 
on a grassy field sporting yellow t-shirts, tutus, 
and headbands during a morning Color Run held 

September 26.
The special event held during Childhood Cancer 

Awareness Month was designed to raise funds, spread 
understanding, and to honor seventh-grade student 
Bryson Yang who lost his battle with leukemia this past 
January.

“The ‘one dollar, one day, one lap’ slogan also taught 
students that it doesn’t take a lot to make a difference 
when people come together for something they’re 
passionate about,” according to Principal Dr. Susan 
Arzola. And for us it was our student and fighting 
cancer,” she added.

Local sheriff deputies, firefighters, and Walnut Valley 
USD officials lined up to offer high-fives as students 
completed their laps during the event.

“I’m emotional at the support with all our 1,000 kids 
and teachers out here,” said counselor Chris Sandoval 
who helped organize a week-long campaign that raised 
over $4,200 for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

“I saw smiles, emotion, and lots of donations - so 
today’s a beautiful day that came from tragedy,” he said.

Special guests in attendance included Bryson’s 
parents, James and Kelly Yang, and his sister, Breanna, 
a junior at Diamond Bar High.

“We are hoping to raise awareness that someday 
there will be a cure,” Breanna said. 

The proactive 16-year-old pushed through her own 
grief by founding a Sunshine Club on campus last year 
to brighten the spirits of children battling cancer.

Breanna saw the need after witnessing firsthand 
the heartbreaking struggles and sufferings that young 
patients endured during her brother’s one year of 
treatment.

“It inspired me to do something special for them,” 
she shared.

The Sunshine Club is now collecting new toys for 
young oncology patients.

“Knowing that many children will have to spend 
their Christmas in the hospital, we would like to bring 
them some holiday spirit,” Breanna said.  

“I’ll always remember my brother’s words, ‘no child 
deserves cancer,’” Breanna said.

“Together we can make this a reality.” 
Please donate to St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital at:  http://events.StJude.org/sunshineclub.  
To contribute to a new toy during the Sunshine Club 
holiday drive, please email dbhs.sunshine@gmail.com.

Bond Refinancing 
Yields Taxpayer 
Savings

On November 20, Walnut Valley USD successfully 
went to market and completed the sale of new 2019 
refinancing bonds.  In the process, old bonds from 
Measure S that carried an average interest rate of 5.00% 
were replaced with new refinancing bonds carrying 
an average interest rate of 3.05%.  This refinancing 
will save local taxpayers about $5.18 million over the  
next 21 years. 

Six different financial firms from around the country 
submitted bids during the competitive sale. The 
successful refinancing is due to District’s high “Aa1” 
credit rating, strong financial position maintained 
through prudent management, and adoption of a  
strong minimum general fund balance. 
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Winter Break  DECEMBER 19 - JANUARY 3
Martin Luther King Day  JANUARY 20 
Presidents Day  FEBRUARY 17
Spring Break  APRIL 13 - 17
Memorial Day  MAY 25
Last Day of School  MAY 28

Westhoff celebrates milestone anniversary 

Westhoff Elementary staff, students, and families 
celebrated the school’s 30th birthday (1989-2019) 
during the annual Culture Fair held October 11 
with decades of photos and logo gear on display and 
chocolate cake, of course. 

Day of hope
Ron Hockwalt Academies teens participated in a 

“Day of Hope” on November 13 analyzing the various 
masks they wear throughout life and discovering 
why they allow themselves to be controlled by them.  
“The goal is to provide an opportunity to understand 
the power of personal stories and to encourage 
students to embrace who they really are - awesome, 
dynamic, and spectacular individuals who can move 
mountains,” said teacher Marla Rickard. Presenter 
Dee Hankins challenged participants to throw 
off any negative labels and to live out a “life” word.  
“When life throws you curve balls, you still can hit a 
home run!” he said.

Hands Off Drugs

C.J. Morris Elementary students joined daily Red Ribbon 
Week activities including making “Hands Off Drugs” 
posters and memorizing a pledge to stay drug free.

“They promised to keep their dreams alive and be all 
they can be!” second-grade-teacher Carol Martindale said. 

Good day for a hug

South Pointe Middle School eighth grader Jordan Rivera 
found a way to incorporate love of animals into a Girl Scout 
Silver Award project. She organized a Cuddles for Canines 
holiday blanket and towel drive for local animal shelters 
held November 14. “I just wanted to make a difference 
for them,” the 13-year-old said. In just one day, students 
filled three large collection boxes that will be sorted and 
delivered to boost holiday adoptions. Jordan also surprised 
schoolmates with a therapy dog visit during lunch. As soon 
as the bell rang, students flocked to the quad area to pet 
and hug these furry friends!

NOTEWORTHY

  news clips...

@WalnutValleyUSD

Diamond Bar High The Diamond Bar Brahmas finished the fall season with a Mt. Baldy League Championship, 
5 CIF team playoff appearances, a CIF Championship, and a CIF State appearance. The Girls Golf team led the way for fall 
sports with a CIF championship title and placing third in CIF State competition. 

Walnut High Boys Water Polo, Girls Golf, Girls Tennis, Boys and Girls Cross Country are undefeated Hacienda League Champions. 
Girls Golf secured a third consecutive CIF title with MVP Tiffany Lee tying for 3rd Place in State. Congratulations to McKenzie Mai – 
Singles MVP, Leanne Lim and Julliette Radwanski – Doubles MVPs – Girls Tennis; Jesse Alvarado – Boys MVP and Amanda Ghibaudo – 
Girls MVP – Cross Country; and Riley Ruh – MVP – Boys Water Polo.

Fall Sports Update

Giselle Cordova, a second-grade teacher at Vejar 
Elementary School, pulled off the surprise of a 
lifetime for daughters Abigail and Hannah on August 

26. Their father, Staff Sergeant Julio Cordova, returned 
home three days earlier after nine months of deployment in 
Afghanistan.  But, the clever parents kept the big news under 
wraps until it was revealed during a schoolwide assembly.

“We kept it a secret all weekend and the entire staff 
helped!” Giselle said of the covert maneuver.

During the assembly, Principal Whitney Prenger 
introduced new students and staff members, and reviewed 
the Vejar Values.

What the children didn’t know was that Giselle and Julio 
were hiding behind a banner on display.

When Prenger finally revealed the true purpose of the 
assembly as she welcomed home the military dad, both 
girls immediately bolted to the stage and jumped into their 
father’s arms as the audience cheered.

Westhoff Elementary kindergartners watched 
what happened when a Big Bad Wolf leaf blower 
attempted to topple their “The Three Little Pigs” 

houses on November 1. During a three-day engineering 
challenge, the children designed and built tiny structures 
using toothpicks, popsicle sticks, or craft bricks fastened 
together with modeling clay. 

“The Structure and Function unit has been getting kids 
thinking about how things around them are made and what 
purpose they serve,” according to teacher Roxanne Dennen.

Youngsters were paired up during the Project Lead the 
Way module to create a design strong enough to withstand 
the wolf’s mighty “huff and puff and blow your house down.” 
During the process, teams communicated, problem-solved, 
and collaborated while first drafting with pencil and paper 
and then creating structures to protect a tiny plastic pig. The 
lesson culminated when Dennen gathered her charges on 
the carpet and revealed a furry wolf puppet electric blower to 
the students’ squeals of delight. One by one, she placed their 
homemade houses on a table and assisted the little engineers 
with the high-powered machine.

“Ready, set, go!” Dennen announced as the wind whooshed 
over the structures.

Some of the houses managed to stick together, while others 
quickly tumbled down.

The children cheered for each other when the designs 
weathered the storm and giggled when building materials 
and pigs flew into the air. 

“These science lessons are hands on and really teach them 
that they can do anything with a little creativity and a lot of 
patience!”

Surprise Homecoming
Vejar Elementary sisters surprised  
with dad’s return from deployment

He presented them with cuddly stuffed camels with 
camouflage hats that matched his uniform.

Hannah, a kindergartner, squeezed her dad’s neck as she 
quietly looked into his eyes streaming with tears. 

“I just started running and thought I was going to faint!” 
Abby exclaimed.

Structure and Function
Westhoff Kindergartners Design, Build “3 Little Pigs” Houses


